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Butterflies can only fly when it is warm. 

The Danaus plexippus (monarch butterfly)  
is the only insect that annually migrates  

to a warmer climate 2,500 miles away.





The sensation 
of butterflies 
in your stomach 
is a real thing, 
it is created 
by adrenaline.



Butterflies 
can only see 

the colors 
red, green, 
yellow and 
ultra-violet 

(which humans 
cannot see). 



Butterflies 
cannot 
hear.



Butterfly wings  
are actually 

transparent and 
get their extreme 

colors from scales 
that are 125,000 
per square inch. 

A human head 
has 100 hairs  

per square inch.
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Most butterflies live 20 to 40 days,  
some species survive up to 11 months. 



The females are often larger and  
always live longer than the males.
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The metamorphosis from  
a chrysalis to a butterfly can take 
anywhere from 7 days to one 
year, depending on the species.



The wingspan of 
a butterfly can be 
anywhere from 
1⁄8-inch, like the rarely 
seen Arian Small Blue
from Afghanistan, 
or as large as the 
Queen Alexandra
butterfly from 
Papua New Guinea 
measuring 13 inches.



Butterflies taste 
with their feet; 
smell with their 
antennae; and 
do not eat—they 
only drink.



Antarctica is the only continent 
on earth where the species 
Lepidoptera (butterfly)  
has not been found.

Butterfly fossils  
have been found 
proving their 
existence 40 million 
years ago during  
the Eocene Epoch.
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To become a butterfl y, a caterpillar expands 30,000            times their original size.



To become a butterfl y, a caterpillar expands 30,000            times their original size.



“ The caterpillar  
does all the work,  
but the butterfly  
gets all the publicity.”

—George Carlin







The collective 
name for a group 
of butterflies is 
called a ‘flutter.’

Butterflies have 
been tracked 
to fly 100 miles 
in a single day.



Birth of a Butterfly
A mama butterfly lays all her eggs,
Out pops a caterpillar, crawling on its legs.

The caterpillar first is rather thin,
But then it eats till it bursts through its skin.

After growing nice and big,
The caterpillar climbs on a leaf or twig.

It makes a shell where it hangs inside,
Then the shell cracks, and the parts divide.

Inside the shell, a change was going on,
The form of the caterpillar now is gone.

When the shell opens, what comes out?
A beautiful butterfly fluttering about.

Author Unknown
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Most butterflies are positioned with 
their heads down and use pressure  
to crack out of the chrysalis. 



Other species have special mouth 
parts designed to bite through the 
chrysalis to launch themselves free.



The caterpillar’s body digests itself  
from the inside out while transforming  
to a chrysalis. Some old tissues pass  
onto the insect’s new body and are called 
imaginal disks. These disks become 
wings, legs, antennae and other butterfly 
organs during the metamorphosis.
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Humans eat 
butterflies 
for their 
protein and 
they are 
considered  
a delicacy.



The English naturalist and explorer 
Henry Bates (1825–1892) discovered  
a process where edible butterflies  
have evolved wing patterns mimicking 
inedible poisonous species. This is how 
butterflies gain protection for themselves 
against predators. Mr. Bates named  
this after himself; such the term  
Batesian Mimicry was born.





www.cynthiapepper.com
www.bibisummer.com


	Flutter_Cover
	Flutter_BackCover

